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Section 8.—Strikes and Lockouts

Statistics of strikes and lockouts in Canada have been collected by the Dominion
Department of Labour since its establishment in 1900.

The items in the columns headed “Time Loss in‘Man-Working Days” in
Tables 22 and 23, were calculated by multiplying the number of persons directly
involved in strikes and lockouts by the number of working days they were so affected
during the time the disputes were in existence.

Summary tables of the figures with details as to strikes and lockouts during 1942
will be found in the Labour Gazette for July, 1943, pp. 949-981, and for 1943 in the
March, 1944, issue, pp. 320-353.

Strikes and Lockouts in Recent Years.—For the period 1926 to 1930 the
average number of strikes and lockouts per year was 81, the average number of
employees affected per year was 18,086, and the average time loss per year was
177,450 man-working days. For the period 1931 to 1937, all the above averages
showed a substantial increase. In 1938 the number of workers and the time loss
were about the same as the average for the period 1926-30, but from 1939 to 1943,
there were substantial increases.

Since 1931 most of the important strikes have been in textile and clothing
manufacturing, logging, sawmilling and wood-working industries, with a substantial
number in coal-mining, but in 1942 and in 1943, strikes in the mining and metal
manufacturing industries caused more than two-thirds of the time loss. Nineteen
of the largest strikes, or less than 5 p.c. of the total number, caused 76 p.c. of the
total time loss during 1943. One strike of aircraft workers in Montreal caused
about one-fifth of the total time loss.

22.—Strikes and Lockouts, 1931-43, with Totals for 1901-30

Nore.—For the years 1901-20, see the 1933 Year Book, p. 763, and for 1921-30 the 1938 Year Book, p. 763.
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